
 

 

 

 

The  
Gordon 

Our mission is to assure high levels of learning for all students. 
The Gordon Way: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Build Community! 

 

 

 

 

Important Reminders. 

 

Volunteering: Thanks for being 

here! Please sign in and get a  

visitors badge so staff know 

you’ve checked in  

 

Dropping off forgotten lunches, 

homework or other items: you 

can leave them with us in the of-

fice and we will get them to your 

student right away. 

 
Friday, March 11th is a 

Non-Student Day. There 

is no school. 

 

March 14th-18th is Classified 

Appreciation Week 

 

Friday, March 18th is Passport 

Club International Night 5:30-8 

PM 

 

Tuesday, March 29th-

Thursday,March 31st:          

Conferences  12:20 Dismissal 

 

Friday, April 1st: Conferences 

No School 

 

 

Hello Gordon Families! 

 

With the grips of winter hopefully behind us, we’re looking  forward to 

spring, conferencing with parents, as well as many other spring events. 

 

First, I want to sing the praises of our wonderful teachers and students!  

Our STAR Winter Benchmark scores show a trend of strong academic 

gains for our students.  This benchmark allows teachers to monitor student 

learning and make any instructional adjustments to better serve their 

needs, for all students whether at grade level or above. 

 

Our Mid Year Update is on our website and you can review the data.  On 

the plan, you’ll see that each grade level has an end of the year goal 

(June).  With grade levels exceeding our goal mid year, new goals will be 

written.  We are so pleased with these benchmark results. 

 

Conferences are coming up for all students.  Next week we will meet and 

schedule times.  To better serve working families, teachers will let you 

know when they are available to meet outside of the school day. 

 

Enjoy the weekend and please don’t hesitate to contact me with any ques-

tions, concerns or positive feedback. 

 

Karen Tollefson 

Principal         
Gordon K-5                                                                                                                      
Options K-8  

 
 
 

 
 

 



Counselor’s Corner   

Rick Goudzwaard 

 

We are happy to announce that Christy McAdoo, a Kitsap Mental Health therapist, is now part of our team on Mondays and Fri-

days as part of a grant from Educational Services District 114.  All of our elementary  schools have been given therapists from 

Kitsap Mental Health to work with students with deeper mental health needs.  There is no cost for this service but spots are filling 

up quickly.  Please contact our counselor, Mr. Goudzwaard, at (36o) 396-3810 to find out more. 

 

And now from our friends at Love & Logic Institute in Golden, Colorado… 

 

Why Encouragement is More Powerful than Praise 

By Jim Fay (Love & Logic Institute) 

 

Criticism and negativity are damaging. Kids who experience them tend to develop low self-esteem, fail to take the 
healthy risks required to learn, and suffer from depression. 
  
In the late 1950s and 60s many mental health professionals and educators sought to teach healthier ways of relating 
to kids…more positive ways that focused on helping kids feel good about themselves. 
  
The seeds of what I call the "Praise Movement" were sown. 
As the years passed, more books, college classes, and seminars were created to help parents and educators build 
the self-esteem of American youth. As a result, many were taught to develop a new vocabulary around kids: 

•    That is so great! 

•    Wow…You are really special. 

•    I like it so much when you____. 

•    You are so bright! 

•    Super! 

To assist in this grand initiative, stickers were created with the same verbiage. Advances in science led to scratch 
and sniff stickers. Now we have more kids with low self-esteem, who fear taking healthy risks and who suffer from 
serious depression. Why? 
  
Praise addicts kids to praise. Many fear losing it if they try something difficult that they might not be able to 
do in a praiseworthy fashion. 
  
Many kids see praise as manipulative. As adults, most of us are wise enough to fear those who lather us with 
vague accolades. 
  
Praise creates cognitive dissonance. Kids who feel badly about themselves feel anxious because praise 
doesn't fit their sense of self. To relieve the tension, they act out to confirm their view of self. 
  
Praise distracts from what really builds self-esteem. Feeling good about ourselves does not come from being 
told that we are great. It comes from doing great things. 
  

NOTICE AND DESCRIBE INSTEAD OF PRAISE 
  
Experiment with an encouraging, "I noticed that you_______." Resist the urge to add, "and that's great!" Also experi-
ment with mostly noticing effort and perseverance: "I noticed that you kept trying even though it was challenging." 
  
 
 
The Parenting Place in Bremerton is offering two classes beginning in March for parents: 

Helping Children Who Have Witnessed Domestic Violence 
The Challenging Child 
Contact www.kcr.org/parenting_place.htm for more information.  To register for classes call 360-473-2134. 

http://www.kcr.org/parenting_place.htm


Classified Appreciation Week 

March 14th-18th 
 

 

At Gordon Elementary, we have a 

great staff of classified employees. 

We thank them for all they do to 

make Gordon the great school that it 

is.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon  

Classified Staff ! 

 

Daylight 
Savings   
begins      

March 13th 

Coming soon -  
A new Procedure for Starting the 16-17 

School Year 

 

For the 16-17 School Year, we are asking all 

families to “check-in” during the summer to 

start the back-to-school process.  The new 

Online Check-in is part of Family Access.    

You will  update your student’s contact  infor-

mation and complete the yearly forms online 

from your home.  

 

 If you do not have a computer or need assis-

tance, you will be able to complete the Online 

Check-in Process at the District Office over 

the summer (during business hours) or in our 

school after staff return in August. 

 

Keep watching for more information and 

dates about Checking In. 

  

It’s Time For:  
Your 2015/16 Gordon Elementary  

Yearbook Cover Art  
Competition.  

 
All entries must be on 8 ½” x 11” paper.  
 
All entries must be school related.  
 
All entries must be handed in by March 11.  
 
Show us what you 
really like about 
your school . 
                                              
Use bright colors.            
 
Have fun! 

Gordon Elementary Yearbooks 
 

Ordering Deadlines 
 

 $13 before April 15th /$15 After  
 

Orders are due by April 29th  
 
 

 





PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Supports)  

   
We had great news last month, and again this month!  

 

Our school was recently awarded a grant from the North Kitsap Schools 

Foundation. Funds for the grant were made possible through the partner-

ship and generous support of the Suquamish Tribe. I submitted an application to 

purchase items to make 14 “Cool Down Kits” for every K-3 classroom. Occasion-

ally a student has hard-to-manage feelings, and their behavior might escalate in 

class. Our K-3 staff will be trained by myself and our counselor Mr. Goudzwaard, 

about how to establish a cool down area in the room, and how to model and prac-

tice using the contents of the kits.  

 

It is always our goal to gain effective new strategies and optimize learning time, as 

well as intentionally teaching and practicing appropriate social skills. We are look-

ing forward to hearing from teachers and students about how the new kits are 

working, and hoping those newly acquired skills will transfer to home and the 

community! 

 

Don’t forget to pop in and see the new, “Aim for the Stars” March bulletin board. 

If your child was honored the previous month, their photo and slip will be sent 

home by their teacher.  

 

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact me any time! You 

can also learn more about the PBIS framework at the pbis.org website.  

 
Go Gordon Explorers!      

 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Rosenbach 

Academic and Behavior Intervention Coach 

Gordon Elementary and Pearson Elementary 



 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
The North Kitsap School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. Questions or complaints of alleged discrimination can be directed to the district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Compliance Officer Chris Willits, 
Assistant Superintendent, cwillits@nkschools.org (360) 396-3003 and /or the ADA and 504 Coordinator, Lori Kingery, Assistant Director of Special Education, lking-
ery@nkschools.org (360) 396-3072; address - 18360 Caldart Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370. 

P.E. with Mr. B. 
 

 Greetings, 

 

How time does fly!   

 

Here we are at the beginning of another month with spring just 

around the corner.  This month we will continue developing our 

learning targets in sportsmanship, throwing and catching, playing 

games by the rules, working together cooperatively and jumping 

rope.  I will also continue to teach kids how to juggle.  

 

 Students can practice juggling at home with small beanbags.  They 

can start with one and add more as they get better at throwing and 

catching.  I am hoping the field dries out fairly soon so we can get 

outside and pay games on the field.  Spring conferences are coming 

up, so if you would like to meet for any reason I will be available.   

 

Happy March! 

 

Mr. “B” 

 





NKSD Mission Statement 

 
 North Kitsap School District in partnership with the community, will provide an  academically  challenging educational  pro-

gram to meet the diverse needs of all students in a safe, nurturing  environment  and empower them to  be competent,  creative,  

compassionate, and contributing 

 citizens. 

 

North Kitsap School District   

18360 Caldart Ave. NE 

  

School Phone Number: 396-3800      

Fax Number: 396-3950             

Attendance Number: 396-3803  

March 2016 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Early Release Day    

every Wednesday 

All Schools 

Elementary 3 pm 

Dismissal 

1 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate  Strings 

8:15 am 

2 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

 

3 

Reading  & Math 

Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings 

4 

7 8 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate  Strings 

8:15 am 

9 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

10 

Reading  & Math Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings 

8:15 am 

NK School Board Mtg.  

6 pm 

11 

Non-Student Day 

No School 

 

. 

14 15 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate  Strings 

8:15 am 

16 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

17 

Reading  & Math 

Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings 

18 

Passport  

 International Night 

5:30 pm 

 

21 

Scholastic Book 

Fair  

22 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate  Strings 

8:15 am 

Scholastic Book 

Fair 

23 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

Scholastic Book 

Fair 

24   

Reading  & Math Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings 

8:15 am 

NK School Board Mtg.  

6 pm 

Family Reading Night 

6 pm 

Scholastic Book Fair 

25 

Scholastic Book 

Fair 

28 

 

29 

K– 5 Conferences 

12:20 Dismissal 

30 

K– 5 Conferences 

12:20 Dismissal 

31 

K– 5 Conferences 

12:20 Dismissal 

1 

K– 5 Conferences 

No School 






